H2                             CENSORSHIP
stay in Paris, whenever there was severe fighting.
Throughout the Continental Hotel there was a lack of
system, often characteristic of big offices run by retired
officers and journalists. There was a tendency for the
women assistants, many of whom had had business
training, to take control. This was the case in the office
dealing with war correspondents, nominally controlled
by a Colonel with a shade over one eye, who was the
stage type of the Deuxieme Bureau, but it was his woman
assistant, " the little Napoleon " as we called her, who
was in charge. In the head censor's office it was the
sister-in-law of the Director who ruled. She started
the fashion of wearing imitation scissors in her hat.
At one period the censors were not content with the
blue pencil, but cut out any sentences or paragraphs
which offended them. Despatches were returned to
correspondents looking like a child's attempt to cut out
a paper pattern. There were so many stray pieces that
the fretwork had to be stuck on to another piece of paper
before it could be telegraphed or telephoned abroad.
la an article in which I described a night I had spent in
a French outpost on the banks of the Rhine, I said that
the Maginot Line " gave the impression of being almost
impregnable " ; the word " almost" was cut out. In
another despatch I had described the effects of air raids
on several towns, pointing out how little material damage
was done, and that tie death-roll was comparatively
low; I added an account of the bombing of a train,
which had caused only the deaths of a few chickens and
the wounding of a rabbit. The reference to the train